'IRAQ,
away the regard of the people, and that if the Anglo-French
Declaration signified anything, the time had come for a change.
His own officers felt strongly the need for the acceleration of a
National Government and fully understood that the longer the
present system existed the greater would be the difficulty in
changing the system later.
Lord Curzon, however, believed that no further action was
necessary. He had already, two months before, sanctioned what
he believed was the limit of Arab self-government compatible
with a military occupation. No reply was sent.
The incident of Naji Beg as-Suwaidi, in addition, confirmed
both the Arabs and the British officials of the hostility and bad
faith of those on the opposite side. The Acting Civil Commis-
sioner, on his journey from London to Baghdad, had inter-
viewed two of the 'Iraqi officers in Damascus. He had admitted
that affairs in 'Iraq were not perfect, and that he was ready to
do what he could to meet their views. He had pointed out his
difficulty in obtaining good men for positions in 'Iraq. He had
at once agreed when the two officers had asked whether he
would consent to a representative being chosen from among
their number to go to Baghdad and to make suggestions.
Accordingly, Naji Beg, a capable and ardent Nationalist,
of an old Baghdad family,I arrived in Baghdad, early in June.
He soon found, contrary to the expectations which the inter-
view with the Acting Civil Commissioner had aroused in him-
self and in his fellow 'Iraqis, that he was to be merely a cog in
the British machine and that his advice would not be heeded
and was not even wanted.2
1 Naji Beg, now known as Naji Pasha, was a son of Yusuf as-Suwaidi who,
as a prominent Arab Nationalist in Baghdad before the war, had suffered
imprisonment at the hands of the Turks (Events in Turkish 'Iraq, July, 1913),
and who took a large part in the post-war Nationalist movement in 'Iraq. Naji
Pasha had been a popular Qaimmaqdm of Najaf under the Turks (ibid., April,
1913). He was Acting Civil Governor of Aleppo under the Damascus Govern-
ment, and has been Prime Minister, Minister of Finance, etc., of Iraq.
2 In an interview with the writer, Naji Pasha stated that he believed that he
had been asked to come to Baghdad to assist and to advise in setting up a
National Government. On discovering his mistake, he resigned.
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